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the SEC’s Investment Adviser Public Disclosure data-
base at http://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/ . This database 
contains information about Investment Adviser fi rms 
only—and not individual investment adviser represen-
tatives. To do a background check on an individual, 
contact your state securities regulator. If the individual 
is also a registered representative with a broker/dealer, 
be sure to use FINRA Broker Check at www.fi nra.org/
brokercheck/ as well.

The Bottom Line
The bottom line is no matter what title they use, before 
you hire any fi nancial professional, you should have 
an idea of what services you need, what services the 
professional can deliver, any limitations on what they 
can recommend, what services you are paying for, how 
much those services cost, and how the adviser or bro-
ker gets paid. 

Here are some of the questions you should always ask 
when hiring any fi nancial professional: 
• What experience do you have, especially with 
 people in my circumstances? 
• Where did you go to school? What is your recent 
 employment history? 
• What licenses do you hold? Are you registered 
 with the SEC, a state, or FINRA?   Do you have 
 insurance licenses?  Do you have other professional 
 designations?

• What products and services do you offer? Can you 
 only recommend a limited number of products or 
 services? If so, why? 
• How are you paid for your services? What is your 
 usual hourly rate, fl at fee, or commission?  Are 
 you paid based on a percentage of assets in my 
 account?  Or a combination? 
• Have you ever been disciplined by any government
 regulator for unethical or improper conduct or had 
 a complaint fi led by a client who was not happy 
 with the work you did? 
• For Registered Investment Advisers, request a copy
 of the Form ADV which is the form fi led with the 
 regulators and required to be provided to clients. 
  
Be sure to meet potential advisers/registered represen-
tatives “face to face” to make sure you get along. And 
remember: there are many types of individuals who can 
help you develop a personal fi nancial plan and manage 
your hard–earned money. The most important thing 
is that you know your fi nancial goals, have a plan in 
place, and check out the professional you chose with 
your securities regulator.

For further information on retirement and to fi nd out if 
you are on track, please contact your fi nancial planner. 

Vining Financial Services, Inc. offers a free monthly Ladies 
Only Lunch that is designed to be fun and informative. The 
topics cover pertinent issues to help women take charge of 
their lives. Please call us at 770-971-9141 or email us as 
vfs@viningfi nancial.com if you would like to be added to 
our invitation list.
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Karen Vining, President of Vining Financial Services, is dedicated to providing fi nancial planning on 
an individual basis using what she feels are the best fi nancial and insurance products on the mar-
ket. Karen grew up near Philadelphia but has lived in Atlanta since attending Oglethorpe University 
in 1968. Graduating with a degree in education, she has turned her love of teaching into an integral 
part of her fi nancial planning practice. Karen’s mission is to better educate her clients while giving 
them a clearer understanding of their fi nancial assets and what they need to reach their fi nancial 
goals. She has been in the fi nancial services business for over 25 years and started Vining Financial 
Services, Inc. in 1996.

Karen holds various industry licenses and registrations including FINRA series 7, 24, 63, and 65, as 
well as Georgia licenses for life, health, disability, variable annuity, and variable universal life insur-
ance. She is a Registered Financial Consultant (RFC), a member of the Financial Planning Associa-
tion (FPA), and a Certifi ed Senior Advisor (CSA).

In addition, she currently serves on the Board of Directors of the East Cobb YMCA and is a parish-
ioner at St. Ann’s Catholic Church, where she is a member of the Finance Committee and a teen 
program volunteer. Vining Financial Services, Inc. is a Registered Investment Advisor. 
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